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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Study: Wives becoming more educated than husbands
Smarts and sex appeal are two characteristics people seek when looking
for a mate. And according to a new Grand Valley study, men are now
paying as much attention to a potential spouse's education (and earning
potential) as they are her looks.
In an analysis of engagement announcements, researchers found that
among couples planning to wed in 1980, men had more education than
their future wives. But by 2002, the tendency for women to "marry up"
with respect to education had declined, said Sonia Dalmia, an assistant
professor of economics and author of the study.
The results show that not only have women closed the education gap,
they have become the more educated spouse by 0.27 years. "College
graduation rates have increased substantially more for women than for
men since 1980, and women are now more likely to attend and graduate
from college than men ," Dalmia said.
The project's objective was to examine if and how marital patterns have
changed in West Michigan over 22 years. Using data from engagement
announcements appearing every Saturday in the Grand Rapids Press for
the years 1980 and 2002, students enrolled in Dalmia's Gender and
Economics course compared levels of education and physical attractiveness of couples. To measure attractiveness, four students (two males and
two females) were randomly picked to rate the prospective brides and
grooms on a predetermined scale of attractiveness.
According to the study's results , the percentage of marriages in which
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Assistant economics professor Sonia Dalmia and students found that
women who plan to marry are becoming more educated than their
future husbands.

the bride is more educated has increased from 21 percent in 1980 to 30
percent in 2002. In 1980, 56 percent of couples were equally educated ,
compared to 50 percent in 2002 . In terms of attractiveness, the study
shows that women "married down" in both 1980 and 2002. But the number of marriages in which the bride was more attractive than the groom
decreased from 65 percent in 1980 to 59 percent in 2002.

···---------------------------

Local economy getting better, researchers say
The economic outlook in West Michigan is
still cautious, but there are hopes that things
will improve this year, according to the 2004
Economjc Forecast unveiled January 21 at the
De Vos Center.
The ninth annual report was written by
Seidman School of Business faculty members
Hari Singh and Nancy Boese. This local
economic benchmark measures the economic
outlook by surveying area CEOs about their
confidence in the regional economy.
The confidence index is at a low level of 65
percent, but is projected to grow to 71 percent
during 2004. The confidence index is scaled
from zero percent (no confidence at all) to 100
percent (complete confidence). These results
are similar to last year's index: Somewhat
pessimistic about the current situation but
pragmatically optimistic about the future.
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Over the past
nine years,
when the
economy
was growing
steadily, the
confidence
index has
depicted a
high level of
optimism generally
above 80
percent for
the private
File photo
sector.
Economic forecaster Hari
Singh is cautiously optimistic
Confidence
took a dip in that the West Michigan economy will improve.
the wake of
the 2001 terrorist attacks and the subsequent
disruption in airline and other services, and the

decline in consumer confidence brui sed
business expectations. Ongoing corporate
scandals, the uncertainty due to the war on
terrorism , and weak job growth prospects have
continued to depress expectations.
Employment - West Michjgan has been
rocked by major layoffs, but the labor market is
consolidating slowly. The projected growth in
employment for 2004 of 2.1 percent by respondents is quite optimistic.
Sales - The projected sales growth of an
average of 2.62 percent expected for 2004 is
consistent with the moderate rise in the confidence index and job opportunities in the Grand
Rapids area. In times of robust economic
growth, sales have grown at an annual rate of
5 percent. The expectations of the respondents
indicates that it may take some time before this
hjgher trend growth rate is achieved.
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Across Campus
MLK speaker urges audience to ·do more•
In a speech full of personal examples, Susan L. Taylor urged a campus
audience to challenge themselves to "do more" not only on Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day, but throughout the year.
Taylor, editorial director of Essence
magazine , led a silent march through
campus then addressed an overflow
crowd in the Cook-DeWitt Center on
January 19. She cited statistics of
American homeless and those living in
poverty and said she didn ' t blame
Washington or state bureaucrats.
"Each one of us must have his or her
hand on someone else's shoulder.
Someone who is not doing as well as
us," she said. "We can do more. It's
'shame on us' not the government."

Photos by Bernadine Carey- Tucker

At left, Susan L. Taylor addresses the crowd in the Cook-DeWitt Center
on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Above, choir director Cassonya Carter
Pugh (far right) joins the Voices of GVSU Gospel Choir for a song prior
to Taylor's speech.

Taylor urged students and staff to learn about one issue - homelessness,
domestic violence, drug prevention - and become a volunteer.

The Voices of GVSU Gospel Choir performed prior to the speech.
Taylor 's appearance was sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Affairs ,
Student Services and Women 's Center. She also spoke later that day at the
18th annual Grand Rapids community celebration at Grand Rapids
Community College.

"Become an articulate spokesperson. Lend your voice, time and energy;
not just on this day, but also everyday of your life ," she said.

FORUM
Volume 28, Number 23
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and In formation Services Office every Monday
when classes are in session and biweekly during the summer. The submission deadline is
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to
Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o forum @gvsu.edu.

···--------------------------

Variety of events planned for Black History Month
Grand Valley will celebrate Black History Month in
February with a variety of events. Unless noted ,
most events will take place at the Allendale
Campus. Sponsored by the Office of Multicultural
Affairs , all events are free and open to the public .
For more information , call x12177 .

Noon, Cabins D , E, & F, Kirkhof Center. Co-sponsored by Women 's Center.

Details about keynote events will appear in future
issues of Forum .

Step Afrika!

February 17

"Her Story" by Veta Tucker, associate professor of
English

Telephone: 616-33 1-222 1. Fax: 616-33 1-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at

February 18

www.gvsu.edu/on line/forum/form .html .
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative

February 4

action/equal opportunity institution.

Cultural Cafe Open Mic Night

8 p .m., Cook-DeWitt Center. Co-sponsored by
Black Student Union.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-

7 p.m.: Women 's Center Lounge, 161 Kirkhof
Center. Co-sponsored by Women's Center.

Showtime at the Apollo

lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

February 5

GVNOW

'Niyi Coker presents "Race and Sports: A
Documentary of the Black 14 "

February 21

7 p.m., Grand River Room, Kirkhof Center.
Co-sponsored by Black Student Union.
February 26

6 p.m.: Cook-DeWitt Center.

John Bell presents "Buffalo Soldiers In the
American West"

February 11

The Rev. Laverne McCain Gill, "Black Women in
History: Becoming Empowered by Being Whole"
7 p.m.: Cook-DeWitt Center. Co-sponsored by
Women 's Center; also features Voices of GVSU
concert.

12 noon , Loosemore Auditorium, De Vos Center.
6 p.m. , Cook-DeWitt Center. Co-sponsored by
Student Services - Pew Campus .
February 26

Soulfest
February 12

Byron Motley presents "Hitmakers, Heroes &
Homeruns: History of the Negro Baseball League"
1 p.m.: Pere Marquette Room , Kirkhof Center.

8 p.m. , Grand River Room , Kirkhof Center. Cosponsored by Black Student Union.
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What's Ahead
Political experts will
discuss 2004 Democratic
primaries, caucuses

Pat Oldt tells
'Her Story'
The Women's Center's
"Her Story" series continues with a talk by
Pat Oldt, vice president
for Planning and
Equity.

Interested in hearing what the pundits have to
say about the 2004 Democratic primaries and
caucuses?
Pat O/dt

Oldt will share stories
of her life at noon on Wednesday, January 28,
at the University Club in the De Vos Center.
Attendees may bring their lunches .
The Her Story series began last year to give the
Grand Valley community an opportunity to
learn more about women in leadership positions
at the university. The series will continue on
February 17 with Veta Tucker, associate professor of English.

Political experts from Grand Valley and Calvin
College will discuss this election year during a
forum on Wednesday, January 28, from 3-4
p.m. in rooms 215/216 of the Kirkhof Center.
The forum is co-sponsored by the Political
Science Department and the GVSU chapter of
Pi Sigma Alpha, the national political science
honor society.
The panel includes political science faculty
members John Constantelos , Kedron Bardwell ,
and Kevin Den Dulk; Kathleen Underwood,

coordinator of Women and Gender Studies; and
Corwin Smidt, political science professor at
Calvin College.

Muskegon campus to hold
student fair
Continuing Education wi ll hold a Student
Services Fair at the Muskegon Regional Center
on Wednesday, January 28, from 4-7 p.m .
Many student services will be exhibited
including Financial Aid, Career Services,
Multicultural Affairs and Academic Resources .
Academic programs avai lable in Muskegon will
also have representatives.
Student organizations are welcome to coordinate a table at the event. Questions can be
directed to the Student Services Support office
at 616-895-7750.

Opera Theatre presents 'Guys and Dolls'
Grand Valley's Opera Theatre will present one
of America's best-loved musicals, "Guys and
Dolls ," in six song-and-dance-filled shows
February 6-15. Performances will be February
6, 7, 13 and 14 at 7:30 p.m ., and February 8
and 15 at 2 p.m. All shows are held in the
Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC .
"Guys and Dolls," written by Jo Swerling and
Abe Burrows with music and lyrics by Frank
Loesser, originally opened on Broadway in
1950 and ran for 1,200 performances. The plot
revolves around two love stories , including the
unlikely match of Miss Sarah Brown , a pureat-heart Salvation Army-type missionary, and
Sky Masterson, a gambler with a reputation for
making outrageous bets. Added are the struggles of Miss Adelaide , the singing and dancing
star of the "Hot Box" nightclub, and Nathan
Detroit, the organizer of the oldest floating crap
game in New York , as they negotiate marriage
plans after a 14-year engagement.
Directing the cast of 33 students is visiting
stage director Karen Babcock, a veteran

Broadway performer who recalls
being a cast member in "Guys and
Dolls" herself many years ago. An
original member of the cast of
"Cats ," Babcock has also performed on Broadway and around
the world with such shows as
"Chess," "Damn Yankees" (starring Jerry Lewis) , "A Chorus
Line," and "The Wizard of Oz"
(with Mickey Rooney) .
As a natural progression from perPhoto by Bernadine Carey- Tucker
forming professionally, Babcock,
Director Karen Babcock, center, a veteran Broadway perwho holds a B.F.A. in musical
former, works with students Josh Zoerhof and Sara Schrier
in a rehearsal for "Guys and Dolls, " opening February 6.
theater from Carnegie-Mellon
University, is now active in teachTickets are $12 general public, $10
ing , directing, choreographing and writing in
fac ulty/staff/alumni , and $6 for all students .
the U.S. and abroad. Her new-found work with
Call Tickets PLUS at 616-222-4000 or
young adults has been "extraordinary," she said.
purchase at the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box
Office, open weekdays and one hour prior to
The Opera Theatre production is a large-scale
performances. For more information call the
collaboration between Grand Valley 's Theatre
Box Office at x 12300.
and Music/Dance departments , produced by
Dale Schriemer, associate professor of music.

Buy championship books, DVDs
News and Information
Services is producing a
photography book, DVD
and VHS to commemorate the 2003 championship football season .
The highlight video, DVD
and book are $15 each, or
$25 for any two items. Limited
supplies of the 2002 championship books and DVDs are
available for $5 each.
To order, call x12221 , mail this
form or order online at
Photo by Adam Bird
www.gvsu.edu and click on
"National Champions ." Forms can
be mailed to News and Information Services Office, 1 Campus Drive, 260
LMH,Allendale, MI 49401.

----------------- --------------------------------------,
Order Form
'Back to Back Champions' book, highlight video or DVD
Quantity
Total
• VHS $15.00
• DVD $15 .00
• Photo Book $15.00
• VHS and Photo Book $25.00
• DVD and Photo Book $25.00
• 2002 items (book, DVD, VHS) $5 each
• Sales Tax (Ml residents add 6%)
• Shipping and handling (up to $35 add $3; $35.0 1 and over add $6)

Total _ __
Name _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _
Address _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ __
City, State, ZIP _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ __ _
Phone number_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _
Method of payment
_
Check enclosed (payable to Grand Valley State University)
Credit card (circle): VISA
MC
DIS
AMEX
Card Number: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Expiration Date:_ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __
Name on card: _ _ _ __ __ __ _ __
Signature:_ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Mon., Jan. 26
10 a.m .-4 p.m.: Pew Campus Blood Drive .
De Vos Lot. Call x 17220 to schedule an
appointment.
12 noon-12:50 p.m.: Department of English
Colloquia Series Presents, "Black Abolitionist
Women: An Elusive Story," by Veta Tucker.
161 LHH. Call x13405 for more information.
2 p.m.: Women's Commission meeting. 161 KC.
Call xl2748 for information .
7 p.m.: Financial Aid Office sponsors "How to
Complete My FAFSA." Loosemore
Auditorium , DEV. Call x13234 for more
information.

Tues., Jan. 27
7:30 a.m.: Seidman School of Business
Breakfast featuring Michael Faas, president
of Metro Health. Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call x17100 to RSVP.
8:30-9:45 a.m .: Anthropology and other departments sponsor Nee-Gon-Nway-Wee-Dun,
"Thunder Before the Storm." 176 LMH. Call
x12325 for more information.
8:30-10 a.m.: Nonprofit Executive Morning
Series features Candace Cowling. University
Club, DEV. Call xl7585 for more information.
10-11 :30 a.m.: Anthropology and other departments sponsor Nee-Gon-Nway-Wee-Dun,
"Thunder Before the Storm." 142 KC.
11 :30 a.m .-2:30 p.m .: Campus Wellness Pew
Campus Health Fair. Student Project Center,
DEV. Call x13659 for more information.

Health Fair. Grand River Room , KC. Call
x13659 for more information.

Tues., Jan. 27
12 noon:
Arts at Noon

12 noon-I p.m.: FTLC Seminar, " 10 Ways to
Motivate Students ." 309E DEV. Call xl3498
for more information.

Piano duo
performance by
Claire Aebersold
and Ralph
Neiweem. CDC.
Call x13484.

Fri., Jan. 30
12:45-4 p.m.: Winter Allies and Advocates
Training. Laker Village South Community
Center. Call x13266 for more information.

12 noon-1 p.m .: Counseling and Career
Development Alzheimer's Disease Caregiver
Support Group (1st of 10 sessions) . 204 STU .
Call xl3266 for more information.

7:30 p.m.: Music Department Concert. An
English Ladymasque: Music History Show #6
from the Old Vienna Comedy Project.
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC.
Call x13484 for more information.

1-2:30 p.m.: Counseling and Career
Development Center Seminar, "You've Come
a Long Way Baby: Grad School is Just
Around the Comer." 204 STU.

Sat., Jan. 31
7:30 p.m .: Music Department Concert. An
English Ladymasque: Music History Show #6
from the Old Vienna Comedy Project.
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC.

Wed., Jan. 28
8:30-10 a.m.: Nonprofit Executive Morning
Series features Mary Alice Williams. Meijer
Campus, Holland . Call x17585 for more
information.
12 noon: Women's Center "Her Story" Series.
Pat Oldt, vice president for Planning and
Equity. University Club, DEV. Call x12748
for more information.
12 noon-1 p.m.: FTLC Seminar, " 10 Ways to
Motivate Students." 104 MAK. Call x 13498
for more information.
3-4 p.m.: Department of Political Science presents, "Roundtable on the 2004 Presidential
Nominations: IA, NH and Beyond." 215/216
KC. Call xl8523 for more information.

Thurs., Jan. 29
11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Campus Wellness Allendale

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches

John Reifel , interim dean of the Seidman
School of Business, was interviewed by numerous media outlets about the Electrolux decision
to move its plant to Mexico.

Natalia Gomez , assistant professor of Modem
Languages and Literatures , was a finalist in a
poetry contest organized by Ediciones Nuevo
Mundo. Two of her poems , "Sanidad en
Santiago de Chuco" and "Sin Norte ," will be
published in An Anthology of Spanish Writers.

Bari Singh , professor of economics , was
interviewed by statewide media outlets, including Michigan Radio, about the economic forecast for West Michigan.
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center, was interviewed by numerous media outlets , including WWJ-AM in Detroit, about the
Iowa Democratic Caucus.

Thurs., Jan. 29
6 p .m.: Women's Basketball against University
of Findlay.
8 p.m.: Men's Basketball against University of
Findlay.

Sat., Jan. 31
12 noon: Swimming and Diving against
Northern Michigan University.
6 p.m .: Women's Basketball against Northwood
University.
8 p.m .: Men's Basketball against Northwood
University.

···------------------------

In the News

Kedron Bardwell, assistant professor of political science, was interviewed by WGVU Radio
about the Iowa Democratic Caucus.

Sports

Yvette Fuentes, assistant professor of Modem
Languages and Literatures , wrote an essay, titled
"Between Two Waters: Yanitzia Canetti and
Cuban Literature in the U .S.," which was published in Guayaba Sweet: Cuban Literature in
the United States .

Donald G. Uzarski , assistant professor at the
Annis Water Resources Institute, and colleagues
from MSU received a grant to investigate the
effects of beach grooming on wetland biota of
Saginaw and Grand Traverse bays .
Charles F. Pazdernik, assistant professor of
Classics, presented a paper, "The Master-Slave
Metaphor as Evidence of Theological and
Political Cross-Pollination in the Early Sixth
Century," at the 135th Annual Meeting of the
American Philological Association in San
Francisco.

